[Note: The following standards apply to CrR 3.1 stds., 

JuCR 9.2 stds., and CrRLJ 3.1 stds.]

Preamble

[Unchanged.]

Standards 1.-2.

[Unchanged.]

Standard 3. Caseload Limits and Types of Cases
Standards 3.1.-3.3. 
[Unchanged.]
Standard 3.4. Caseload Limits. The caseload of a full-time public defense attorney or assigned counsel should not exceed the following: 
150 felonies per attorney per year; or
300 misdemeanor cases per attorney per year or, in jurisdictions that have not adopted a numerical case weighting system as described in this standard, 400 cases per year; or 
250 juvenile offender cases per attorney per year; or 
80 open juvenile dependency cases per attorney; or 

250 civil commitment cases per attorney per year; or 
1 active death penalty trial court case at a time plus a limited number of non-death-penalty cases compatible with the time demand of the death penalty case and consistent with the professional requirements of standard 3.2; or 
36 25 appeals to an appellate court hearing a case on the record and briefs per attorney per year. (The 36 25 standard assumes experienced appellate attorneys handling cases with transcripts of an average length of 350 pages. If attorneys do not have significant appellate experience and/or the average transcript length is greater than 350 pages, the caseload should be accordingly reduced.)
Full-time rule 9 interns who have not graduated from law school may not have caseloads that exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the caseload limits established for full-time attorneys.

In public defense systems in which attorneys are assigned to represent groups of clients at first appearance or arraignment calendars without an expectation of further or continuing representation for cases that are not resolved at that time (except by dismissal) in addition to individual case assignments, the attorneys’ maximum caseloads should be reduced proportionally, recognizing that preparing for and appearing at such calendars requires additional attorney time. This provision applies both to systems that employ case weighting and those that do not.

Resolutions of cases by pleas of guilty to criminal charges on a first appearance or arraignment docket are presumed to be rare occurrences requiring careful evaluation of the evidence and the law, as well as thorough communication with clients, and must be counted as one case. This provision applies both to systems that employ case weighting and those that do not.

In public defense systems in which attorneys are assigned to represent groups of clients in routine review hearing calendars in which there is no potential for the imposition of sanctions, the attorneys’ maximum caseloads should be reduced proportionally by the amount of time they spend preparing for and appearing at such calendars. This provision applies whether or not the public defense system uses case weighting. 

Standards 3.5.-3.6. [Unchanged.]

Related Standards

[Unchanged.]

Standards 4.-18.
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE

[Unchanged.] 
